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SHERRY DAVIS  "Growing up in rapidly growing 
South Florida and Northern California, 
respectively, my husband Howard and I 
witnessed first-hand the impacts of growth 
and development on our natural environment. 
We value clean water and air, protected open 
spaces, and access to nature for ourselves and 
our community. We were attracted to Sarasota 
because it combines a vibrant community with 
outstanding natural beauty. Over the past 10 years, 
as we transitioned from part-time visitors to full-time 
residents and real estate investors (we own, renovate and manage 
commercial properties near downtown Sarasota), we became aware of 
the Conservation Foundation of the Gulf Coast. We were impressed by 
the scope of its accomplishments, the staff’s professionalism, and its 
creative, innovative approach to conserving land and water in Southwest 
Florida. 

Working with numbers most of my life, over 25 years as a partner at 
PricewaterhouseCoopers, I was delighted to join the Conservation 
Foundation’s board and lend my expertise. I am grateful for the 
opportunity to support Conservation Foundation’s activities and happy 
to see the many ways we engage Southwest Florida, not only conserving 
land, protecting shorelines and our watersheds, but also providing 
opportunities for our residents and visitors to engage with nature and 
understand the importance of conservation."

DAVID CRAWFORD  "Born and raised in Daytona 
Beach, my fondest memories were those spent 
outdoors. Whether it was family beach days 
surfing, boogie boarding and eating ice cream, 
or exploring the backwaters with my friends 
on our jon boat thinking we were the next 
coming of the 'Goonies.' I will forever cherish 
those experiences. Now that we have our own 
3-year-old daughter, I want to ensure she gets 
an opportunity to make these same memories 
here on the Gulf Coast. Instead of just hoping our 
priceless natural resources will be around when she gets older, I want 
to do my part to help conserve these lands not only for her sake but for 
everyone’s children and grandchildren. 

I met my wife (a Sarasota native) at the University of Florida where I 
obtained my Bachelors in Business Administration as well as my M.B.A. 
In 2010, we made the move back to Sarasota. Both of our families have 
been in Real Estate for over 4 decades and after some time in corporate 
marketing and brand management, I followed in their footsteps; in 2018 
I opened Catalist Realty. Most weekends are spent with my wife, Stacey, 
and daughter, Callie, exploring our beautiful parks, barrier islands and 
beaches, enjoying the amazing quality of life Southwest Florida has to 
offer!"

Making progress together!
One year ago, we unveiled our new 
strategic plan, The Call to Lead, and we 
are excited to share how your support 
this past year fueled our progress 
toward our goals. 

We’ve used your philanthropy, advocacy, and support to 
save more land, increase the perceived value of nature and 
conservation, strengthen our advocacy voice, and quicken 
the pace of conservation. Because of you, more people have 
access to nature and more nature will exist forever. 

This past year we leveraged our $1.5M operating budget 
to save 6,208 acres valued at over $24M! This brings our 
cumulative metric of leveraging every dollar raised for land 
conservation to 3.66 times. More people are joining us in 
our efforts to champion land and water conservation in 
the face of population growth, climate change, and rapid 
development. Our supporters grew by 70% last year, and 71% 
of Manatee County voters decided to tax themselves for land 
conservation.

With each passing year, our vision of the human and natural 
worlds of Southwest Florida flourishing together, comes 
more into focus because of you! Thank you.

Onward!

Christine P. Johnson 
President

OUR VALUES

Our core values are our basic 
fundamental beliefs that guide 
and motivate us, and help us make 
tough choices and decisions. We 
demonstrate leadership in land 
conservation throughout our region 
by adhering to the following core 
values.  

INTEGRITY – We will conduct ourselves in an honest, 

transparent, and ethical manner. We will follow through in our 

pursuit of honorable initiatives. 

CREDIBILITY – Our word is our bond and our brand. We will 

speak truthfully and work with partners that do too.

COMMUNITY – We are community-minded and community-

driven, listening to the communities we serve so that we better 

understand their needs.

INCLUSIVITY - We will actively welcome all in our community 

to join us, benefit from, and engage in our vision and mission, 

treating all people fairly and equally. We embrace diversity and 

equity, ensuring all voices are heard and have access to nature.  

STEWARDSHIP – We will take special care of the land we own, 

in fee and easements. Likewise, we will take special care of the 

people that are responsible for our mission: donors, volunteers, 

and staff.

PERPETUITY – We save land forever and everything we do 

is with an eye to forever. We will ensure that we have the 

resources necessary to be here forever. 

SUSTAINABILITY – We will ensure our sustainability through 

our environmental practices, economic viability, and social 

responsibility. 

FISCAL RESPONSIBILITY– We employ financial management 

practices that build stability and flexibility to deliver our 

mission. We will report on our fiscal standing in an open and 

transparent manner.

COLLABORATIVE – We believe we can achieve together what 

may not be possible alone. We will bring our collaborative 

culture and strategy to all that we do. 

DEDICATED – We will stay true to our mission, doggedly 

pursuing our vision.

TRIANGLE RANCH BY GLENN GARDNER
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DESIRED OUTCOME

We are valued partners in the communities we serve.

More land is saved.

More people have access to nature.

We are excited to give you a high-level report on our  

2020 Strategic Plan progress. To read our entire  

The Call to Lead Strategic Plan, please visit  

conservationfoundation.com/TheCallToLead.  

DESIRED OUTCOME

11,000 new acres are conserved.

Elected officials and policy makers make decisions that sustain 
Florida’s environment and quality of life. 

DESIRED OUTCOME

Our communities’ conservation ethic grows as evidenced by citizens 
and visitors acting on important conservation issues.

Community organizations seek our expertise and knowledge on 
conservation-related public issues.

Our communities’ land-related challenges are lessened.

We provide valued conservation and environmental planning 
information.

DESIRED OUTCOME

We transparently report our progress against our goals.

Our communities view us as honest and trustworthy.

The strategic goals of the organization are supported by appropriate 
staffing, systems, and volunteer leadership.

1ST YEAR PROGRESS

6,208 acres conserved, 56% of our target outcome.
Tatum Sawgrass Scrub Preserve restoration underway to attract the 
federally-threatened Florida Scrub-Jay.

Sarasota Board of County Commissioners granted a permanent 
conservation easement on 33 acres adjoining The Celery Fields.
On the 2020 Ballot, the Manatee County Board of Commissioners placed 
the Water and Land Conservation Referendum.

GOAL 1:  Save the most environmentally sensitive lands and special places, forever.

GOAL 2:  Increase the perceived value of nature and conservation throughout the  
                region by informing, connecting, and engaging people. 

1ST YEAR PROGRESS

71% of Manatee County voters passed the Water and Land Conservation 
bond and tax providing dedicated funding for water quality protection, 
natural areas preservation and parks.

We were asked to speak to 62 organizations on conservation-related topics.

Permanently protected Orange Hammock Ranch safeguarding the City of 
North Port’s water supply, both quantity and quality.

We provided data and input to the Water Quality Playbook which will 
advise and inform policy makers and residents when acting on water 
quality issues. 

GOAL 3:  Be a stronger voice and long-lasting change agent for conservation.

1ST YEAR PROGRESS

Manatee and Sarasota County governments, the City of North Port, City of 
Sarasota, and many nonprofit organizations sought our input, partnered, 
and collaborated with us.

In addition to conserving 6,208 acres, we worked with Sarasota County 
staff and the Environmentally Sensitive Lands Protection Program (ESLPP) 
committee to identify additional properties for permanent protection.

The Bobby Jones Golf Club and the Quad Parcels at the Celery Fields 
provide more natural land for all to enjoy.

GOAL 4:  Respond to the region’s urgent land conservation needs by ensuring  
                 our leadership team is connected to all the communities we serve. 

1ST YEAR PROGRESS

This update is our first step in reporting our Strategic Plan progress. We 
will also post on our website and continue to do so in years to come. 

Published our core values, our fundamental beliefs that guide and 
motivate us, and help us make tough choices and decisions. 

In January 2021, our Board of Trustees approved a robust staffing plan that 
ensures our ability to accomplish our strategic plan and goals.

2020–2023 STRATEGIC PLAN: 
OUR PROGRESS
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Land evokes many things deep in our spirit. Life. Family. Future. Land 
means different things to different people, and every landowner uses and 
values their land in their own way. Whatever your land means for you, 
Conservation Foundation of the Gulf Coast can help you save your land, for 
you and future generations. Below, we present a few broad sketches of the 
different types of landowners we have helped. If any of these descriptions 
sound a little like you or someone you know, then please consider calling 
us to learn more about saving your land.

Our Land is Our Way of Life 
We are fortunate to still have beautiful working lands where families 
live and make a living. If land is important for your way of life, you may 
want to maintain it for future generations. Conservation Foundation of 
the Gulf Coast has helped a number of families do just that by placing 
“conservation easements” on their farms, ranches, retreats, and 
homesteads. Every family and every property is unique, and we listen to 
the family’s needs to find solutions to safeguard the land and support their 
lifestyle. From ranch managers with 4,000-acre agricultural enterprises, 
to snowbirds with one-acre retreats on the Gulf of Mexico, we have used 
conservation easements to help landowners conserve their land and enjoy 
their way of life.

Double Your Impact!
Conservation Foundation is thrilled to partner with The Louis and 
Gloria Flanzer Philanthropic Trust in their Matching Gift Program, 
which inspires people across the Suncoast to make a difference 

through meaningful gifts to key nonprofit organizations. 

Your gift for Conservation Foundation of the Gulf Coast will be 
doubled, up to $500. One gift will be matched dollar for dollar 
per household per month. And, you can set up a monthly gift 

that doubles your impact each month!

Visit conservationfoundation.com/flanzer for details. 

Quad Parcels Project Update
Conservation Foundation and Sarasota Audubon Society continue to make 
progress toward their goal of creating new habitats and public access 
on the three properties immediately to the west of the Celery Fields. We 
are pleased to announce our design team of Steve Suau of Progressive 
Water Resources and the engineering firm of Kimley-Horn.  Steve will act 
as Owners’ Representative, assisting our organizations in managing the 
project from beginning to end.  Kimley-Horn will design, engineer, and 
permit our dream to improve water quality and natural habitats, buffer 
the Celery Fields from industrial uses and I-75 to the west, while providing 
low-impact public access.

We expect to announce our draft design within the next six months and be 
ready for construction within 12 months. During this time, we will need to 
raise the funds for construction. As we progress, we will keep you and the 
public informed so that the very best outcome for nature and everyone is 
achieved. Thank you, our conservation community, for your support of this 
project, now and in the future.

Youth in Nature
Our Youth in Nature program 
continues to evolve as the pandemic 
limits program delivery for many 
of our youth partners.   Because 
most youth are still restricted to 
their program sites, we decided to 
give their program chaperones the 
chance to decompress and build their 
own outdoor skills in an adults-only 
setting. 

For the grief counseling team at Tidewell Hospice Blue Butterflies, we 
provided a half-day paddle in Little Sarasota Bay. As a group of first-
time kayakers, they learned the basics of kayaking with the goal to get 
comfortable on the water and more proficient for future kayaking trips. 
A valued side benefit was experiencing much laughter, comradery, and 
relaxation, and a brief respite from their daily roles as grief counselors for 
kids. Not only were they able to become more confident individually, they 
were able to become more connected as a team. 

For the youth at Laurel Civic Association, the bustle of the Laurel Nokomis 
garden never stopped. The seedlings from the winter plantings became 
massive tomato plants and the kids enthusiastically harvested entirely too 
many carrots for any single third-grader to hold.  And, they surprisingly 
pulled off a small corn harvest, which was hailed as an achievement 
by the other community gardeners at the Laurel Nokomis Garden. The 
much-anticipated radishes grew quickly, were sampled, and were met 
with hilariously mixed reviews. Satisfied with the winter experiment, the 
garden plot is shifting gears with some foods the kids know and love: more 
tomatoes, potatoes, and for the first time, watermelon.

Youth in Nature is making plans to engage smaller groups socially 
distanced, and we look forward to the challenge of connecting more youth 
with the outdoors this summer. With flexibility, perseverance, and a lot of 
love, we know we can provide new opportunities for making lasting WOW! 
moments and memories this summer.

Our Land is Our Retreat
We live in Florida because we love Florida. Many landowners live the 
Florida life, their way, on their land. They hunt, fish, watch wildlife, relax, 
and entertain family and friends. Whether they live on the land full-time, 
or just visit, they own and use the land because they love to be out on 
the land. Again, a conservation easement designed by the landowner 
ensures that their land remains “paradise” for family, friends and future 
generations. 

Our Land is an Investment 
Sometimes you may need to sell your land. Whether you need to divest 
of a property that is no longer profitable, sell a property that the family 
no longer visits, or realize a return on a prior investment, Conservation 
Foundation can help you sell the land while conserving it at the same 
time. We have helped developers, investors, and families sell their land 
to public agencies, private individuals, and private non-profits to become 
public parks, private places, and preserves to serve non-profit missions. 
Partnering with willing sellers, Conservation Foundation has protected 
about 11,000 acres of parklands and natural areas for the community. 

Finding a Special Place of Your Own
If you, your family, or friends want to own and permanently save 
someplace special, let us know! Conservation Foundation may be able to 
help you with that purchase, connecting you with landowners of special 
places with the right tools to make your dream a reality. Please let us know 
that you are looking, and we can help.

We want to thank those landowners who have saved their land, those 
who are considering it, and those who have referred their friends and 
family to Conservation Foundation. Together we can save what remains 
of Southwest Florida’s beauty. To date, we have helped landowners on 47 
properties totaling over 18,300 acres. Because you love the land, we are 
here to help preserve the land, forever.

To learn more about land conservation, please contact  
Debi Osborne, Director of Land Protection,  at 941-918-2100 or  
debi@conservationfoundation.com.

A conservation easement is a permanent legal agreement created 

by a landowner to forever preserve their land. The easement 

is tailored to serve the landowner’s goals while protecting the 

land’s special values. The land remains the landowner’s private 

land, with desired uses allowed such as hunting, farming or 

grazing, while significantly limiting development.

WHAT DOES LAND 
MEAN TO YOU?

Preserving your land creates a priceless legacy for future generations —your 
legacy. A variety of benefits are possible to you including cash payments, lower 
property taxes, lower income taxes, increases in land management funding, 
increases in wildlife for hunting, and peace of mind knowing your land is 
forever conserved the way you prefer.

“Everyone wants 

some kind of 

legacy in this 

world. It is a 

good feeling to 

know that you 

did something to 

protect this land.”
— BUSTER LONGINO 
LONGINO RANCH
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Saving wild places 
connects us all to 

the beauty and bliss 
of nature. Leave 

your legacy of 
conservation.

CREATE YOUR
OWN LEGACY

Find out more! Visit 

conservationfoundation.com/
YouForever 

or call (941) 918-2100

ENGAGE ONLINE  GET OUTSIDE  MAKE A GIFT

P.O. Box 902
Osprey, FL 34229-0902
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SPRING

4/25  Sarasota Orchestra  
  at Bay Preserve

5/18  Virtual Lunch & Learn 

5/21  Deadline for entries for  
  Summer Photo Contest

SUMMER  

6/21  Virtual Summer Photo  
  Contest (Opening Day)

7/20  Virtual Lunch & Learn

8/21   Virtual Summer Photo  
  Contest (Closing Day)

FALL

9/21  Virtual Lunch & Learn

9/24  Nature Lecture at  
  Michael’s On East

10/19  Virtual Lunch & Learn

10/24  Annual Conservation  
  Reception

 11/6  Wild About Nature Festival

Visit conservationfoundation.com/events 
for details and the latest updates. 

SAVE THE DATE!
CONSERVATION FOUNDATION  

OF THE GULF COAST 
& ELIZABETH MOORE

PRESENT

THE WONDROUS 
WORKINGS  

OF PLANET EARTH
with

Rachel Ignotofsky
Award-winning author & illustrator

SEPTEMBER 24, 2021
11:30 am  

LUNCHEON & LECTURE
Michaels On East

Details are coming this 
summer. Join the wait list at 

conservationfoundation.com/events.

For sponsorship inquiries, contact  
Lee Ann Rodriguez at  

leeann@conservationfoundation.com 
or  941.918.2100.

U P C O M I N G  E V E N T S


