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“No matter who you are, where you live, or what  
kind of life you lead, you remain irrevocably linked 
with the rest of creation.”  —Charles Cook

Conservation Foundation is all about connecting.

Connecting nature with nature: Last October, we permanently saved 1,500 acres 
adjacent to the Everglades so that our iconic Florida panther has a chance to survive. 
We are knitting together existing conserved lands to make wildlife corridors and protect 
waterways.

Connecting people with nature: When you connect with nature your blood pressure 
and heart rate go down, your spirit soars. Our programs bring people close to the land 
and water, and get at-risk kids outside so that they can experience and enjoy the simple 
pleasures of nature. 

Connecting people to people: Conservation Foundation was proud to partner with 
Trust for Public Land and The Friends of Legacy Trail to bring the choice to the voters 
to extend The Legacy Trail. We are proud to partner with Venice Area Beautification, 
Inc. to create the Venice Urban Forest so that people can connect with people and 
nature.

Thank you for fueling our work of making connections. Thank you for connecting with 
us and for connecting others to our work.

Yours in conservation,
Christine P. Johnson, President

FrOm ThE president

NORA PATTERSON  “I think that conserving 
the natural environment is critical to the health 
and welfare of humans as well as animals. We 
owe this to ourselves, to the young people of 
the world and to all life around us. I serve on 
the board of Conservation Foundation of the 
Gulf Coast because it has been and continues 
to be extremely effective at engineering ways 
to preserve environmentally important lands in 
a natural state.”  

Nora’s deep commitment to public service 
is recognized in her 8 years of service on the 
Sarasota City Commission and 16-year tenure 
as a Sarasota County Commissioner. She 
continues to serve on several not-for-profit 
boards. Nora is a graduate of Duke University 
and has a Masters in Educational Psychology 
from the University of Florida. She owned 
and operated a landscaping and plant nursery 
business, taught school, and worked as a 
Realtor. Nora and her attorney husband, John 
Patterson, of 52 years, enjoy fishing, boating, 
and simply being out-of-doors.  
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Venice Area Beautification, Inc. (VABI) 
is dedicated to ensuring their city is a 
place people want to live, work, and 

play. They invited Conservation Foundation 
to partner with them to transform a former 
railway corridor into an attractive linear park 
with lush trees and blossoming bushes. The Gulf 
Coast Community Foundation gifted a $100,000 
matching grant and the Venice Urban Forest is 
well on its way, moving quickly through the first 
phase due to the generosity and sweat equity of 
many. This nearly two-mile Urban Forest will be 
a sanctuary for birds, pollinators and wildlife, 
and a passive recreational sanctuary for all 
generations to enjoy.  Learn more and donate.  
conservationfoundation.com/urbanforest 

COmmunItY InSPIreD!
We live in a region abundant with people eager to make the place they call home the best it can be.

In Lee County, the Village of Estero and 
Conservation Foundation are rallying the 
community to permanently protect River 

Oaks Preserve, 10 acres on the Estero River. 
Although the preserve is small, it helps keep the 
Estero River clean and contains a diversity of 
native plants and animals that are rarely found 
in rapidly developing areas. These 10 acres of 
“old Florida” include pine flatwood uplands 
which support gopher tortoises, while the many 
heritage oak trees along the river support three 
species of imperiled air plants.  Learn more at  
conservationfoundation.com/estero. 
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In the past year, we made unprecedented progress because of 
your investment in our mission. From creating panther migratory 
corridors to extending the Myakka River protection, to building urban 
forests, together we are making new connections. 

In South Florida, smart development and strategic conservation offer 
alternative solutions for saving our state’s most iconic mammal, the Florida 
panther, from almost certain extinction. Creating wildlife corridors that 
lead into north Florida can open up hundreds of thousands of acres of 
preserved land for panthers. (This is, in fact, the only hope for the Florida 
panther and is called for in the US Fish and Wildlife Service recovery plan.) 
With this hope, Conservation Foundation developed a land conservation 
plan to preserve a wildlife corridor stretching from the Everglades to 
Manatee County. And last October, we permanently protected 1,512 acres 
of critical, primary panther habitat in Collier County. The Florida panther 
is showing small signs of resiliency: In 2016, a wildlife monitoring camera 
photographed a female panther and two kittens at the Babcock-Webb 
Wildlife Management Area in Charlotte County. And in 2017, this same 
female was photographed again with two more kittens. This is significant 
because females are more timid than males and have not been seen outside 
of the Everglades since 1973, let alone venturing across the Caloosahatchee 
River. Conservation Foundation will continue to pursue additional land, with 
your help. Your bold support of land conservation helps build a corridor that 
can save Florida’s biggest wild cat. 

Also last year, Conservation Foundation acquired 91 acres north of Myakka 
River State Park, with one mile of Myakka River frontage and many acres of 

COnneCtInG

PHOTO CREDIT

wetlands in the Tatum Sawgrass marsh, the largest marsh in the Myakka 
River region. Conservation Foundation is working with partners to design 
and implement a comprehensive restoration plan for this area, covering 
about 2,000 acres. By protecting and restoring private property connected 
to Myakka River State Park, we expand the natural land footprint. Smart 
conservation must include a system-wide perspective, as plants and 
wildlife don’t pay attention to boundaries! 

In Sarasota County, people are excited to create more places to enjoy our 
beautiful environment. They’ve seen over the last decade how the Legacy 
Trail and Venetian Waterway Trail improved their health, community, 
and economy. Conservation Foundation was proud to help ensure voters 
approved the county-wide bond referendum in November, securing 
funds to extend the Legacy Trail northward into downtown Sarasota and 
southward into North Port. We are also proud to partner with Venice 
Area Beautification, Inc. (VABI) to create the Venice Urban Forest, where 
the community is planting almost two miles of forest along the Venetian 
Waterway Trail in Venice. The goal is to create an “urban forest” along 
the trail, providing much-needed habitat for migratory birds and the 
restorative recreational space that only a forest can provide. 

Thank you for creating YOUR new connections to Conservation 
Foundation. Connections are vital for wildlife, for water, and for people. 
You make a difference every time you enjoy the Legacy Trail, go fishing, 
watch a sunset, or tell someone about us. Your love of our natural world 
translates into action. Enjoy our natural world and protect it. We thank you 
for your passion and support. Together, we are saving land, forever.
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Together we are connecting land for 

the survival of animals and plants, and 

connecting land to people.

COnneCtInG
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You might say Ray and Elinor Uhlhorn 
are outdoor naturals. From a young 
age, each grew up enjoying sports 
and outdoor activities and their love 

for being outdoors continues to this day, be it 
tennis or gardening.  

They’ve enjoyed living in Venice for the past 
12 years, spending their summer months in a 
Philadelphia suburb. In Pennsylvania, they saw 
firsthand the transformation of the polluted 
Wissahickon Creek in Montgomery County, 
into a restored, clean, vibrant water resource 
for wildlife and people that is essential to the 
region’s drinking water supply.  

About six years ago, Ray read about 
Conservation Foundation of the Gulf Coast, and 
arranged for president Christine Johnson to speak at the Venice Men’s Club. That program caught 
their interest, and the Uhlhorns began to attend functions and support financially.

“The values and mission of Conservation Foundation are consistent with what we feel strongly about. 
And we’ve been impressed by the energy, passion, and dedication of the staff,” notes Ray. 

“As we look to support nonprofit organizations, we tend to prefer a local or regional impact, where 
we can have some ‘hands on’ involvement and close observation. We’ve been interested in the 
Foundation’s Youth in Nature program and now the Venice Urban Forest. I’ve been tagging trees with 
Lee Amos, [the Foundation’s biologist] so that key trees are saved when that area is replanted into the 
Venice Urban Forest. And I am hoping to make presentations to area groups to introduce others to 
this wonderful community project.”

“The end result will be a forest that is already bringing back the birds and will be a wonderful place 
for people to relax and enjoy nature. I was a hospital CEO for many years, and recall in the early 
1990s that we were learning how nature has a huge healing quality. The data showed over and over 
that patients healed faster, needed less pain medication, and experienced improved blood pressure 
levels when they were exposed to gardens and nature. We will have the chance to reap those benefits 
every day in the Venice Urban Forest. It’s wonderful to be part of this public-private collaboration.”

“As we look to support nonprofit 

organizations, we tend to prefer a local 

or regional impact, where we can have 

some 'hands on' involvement and close 

observation.”

GrOWinG COnneCtiOns: RAY & ELINOR UHLHORN

Saving wild places 
gives a home to 

creatures and  
smiles to future 

generations.  
Leave your legacy  

of conservation.

Create yOur
OWn leGaCy

Find out more! Visit 

conservationfoundation.com/
youForever 

or call 
(941) 918-2100

YOUr iMpaCt

Our yOuth in nature program continues to grow, 
thanks to our many donors. Third-graders at Laurel 
Civic Association are learning hands-on as they 
tend their community garden, and youth partners 
in Manatee County are creating unforgettable 
memories while exploring local parks like Robinson 
Preserve and Perico Preserve. Learn more at 
conservationfoundation.com/youth. 
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mAy

5/16 Conservation Community  
 Book Club

JUNE

6/11 Gerhardt Exhibit open until 7pm

JULy

7/9 Lunch & Learn at Bay Preserve 

7/9 Gerhardt Exhibit open until 7pm 

7/18 Conservation Community  
 Book Club

upCOMinG eVents

Celebrate in style!
From weddings to corporate events, 

Bay Preserve at Osprey is your slice of 
Old Florida. Learn more at 

conservationfoundation.com/rental 

AUGUST

8/13 Gerhardt Exhibit open until 7pm

SEPTEmbER

9/10 Blackburn Exhibit open until 7pm

9/19 Conservation Community  
 Book Club

OCTObER

10/8 Blackburn Exhibit open until 7pm 

10/15 Lunch & Learn at Bay Preserve

10/20 Annual Conservation Reception  

NOVEmbER

11/2 Wild About Nature Festival

11/6 Artist’s Reception— 
 Jean Blackburn

11/14 Conservation Community  
 Book Club

Visit conservationfoundation.com/events for details and the latest updates 

conservationfoundation.com  |  941.918.2100

Go Wild! 
With a monthly gift,  
you become a saving 
land champion, 
providing stable, 
year-round funding. 
Join our community 
of supporters—the 
wild ones—who make 
a  deep difference. 
Call today!

art eXhibits

May–Aug Barbara Gerhardt 
Sept–Nov   Jean Blackburn

Exhibits may be viewed M–F,  
9am to 4pm, or by appointment. 
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Saving land for future generations, forever.
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